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Amendments ^fj^^r 

This listing of claimfi will replace all prior vmions, and listings, of claims in the applicfttion: 

T^istirtP nf Claims! 

1 . (Cuireatly amended) An apparatus for transporting items for purchase at a checkout location 
comprising: 

a QOTveyor having an i^stream end for loading onoopmon) at least one itemTfan for purchase 
and ft downatrean^ end for orocessinB the at least onc item forpurohase; 

a oconning pooltloii e d pKHtimat a a downotream gnd of th e oonv e yop fo f oooiMMnB o»p » tMt t 
it pmp f o r pnmhnng rrrn i YT i l firTrm I ^ t ^'^""■'^■^^ ^<=^^^" n^^^tnrm nTVidM-ain t>in mr^m mr mnr« itamfl 
hflTinsbfl o iiipraii oii Qly l oo dod onto t h o upgti'c i ftm e nd of th^ nfmvfyfT nni tmiirir"*"'^ firmmrrfiyw >4» 

Prff WyP"g ™^ nositioned proxim ftta the downstream end of the conveyor, the nrocessiamsa 
cftmprising ^ g^lf-Rcannmg area and a bagging area: 

g xio e r pnMiimity genoor pomtionod at th e ooonning orea fo r oenoing q uoot at tho Qoannmg wBft^ 

a start sensor positioned proximate the i^sstream end of the conveyor, wherein the conveyor 
Uansports one or more the at least one item[[s]] downstream t oward[[e11 the sel^canning proce8sinfi.,arca 
t iponth e in Tcsponsetp the s tart sensor sensing on e armo fe the at least one i te mfl nlao e d adjacent thereto 
m th'iF ""^'tm^rnr pn'nr fn f>ifi pumrimity n e nnoT oflnfling ft uflep to Ae start sensor, awd wherein the convevor 
ta stopped when the at least one item is no lonper adjacent to die start sensor, [[attd]] 

A liner pmxitmtv Bcnso r posMoned at the self-scannmp area, wherein the user mOTLiPUtY gwor fa 
reaomfi^ to sensiny a user ca uaea the canvevar to resume tmn ftnortrng the at least one item towgda^ 
dftwnstgeam end of the CQnvgvor: and 

a stop sensor positioned proximate the downstream end of the conveyor near tfae^^elf^anning 
area* wherein the conveyor is stopped upon on e ormoroitc ii afl the at le^rt top it?m being sensed by the 
stop sensor* 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 1, further wherein flie start sensor 
oonqnises a plurality of start sensors. 
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5. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the plvrality of start sensors 
arc positioned one after &c other in a transporting direction at the [[fiFst]] WS^an^ end of the conveyor. 

6. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the plurality of start sensors 
ara spaced apart from one another a predetermined distance. 

7. (CurrenHy amended) TheapparatuaaccordiD«toctohn5, wherein a lost start sensor of the 
phmiKty of start sensors is positioned such that the conveyor ia stoppe d with^a last item [[ia]] positioned 
within an arm's reaching distance of [[a]] libs processing are a after poooing th e last i 



g. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently amended) A method fixr transportrng items along a conveyor in a sel^heckout system 
comprising: 

providing a self-checkout system con^sing a conveyor having an upstream end for loading-rate 
«^4BeM at least one_ itemfW1 fior purchase and a downst ream end for nrocessine the at least one itgrn a 
procesBinp area cnrnnnsinf ! a self-scanning at^ f^d a haffpnp area positioned nroadmate a downstream 




end of the conveyor for ooonning ono or mor e it 

the conv e yor^ whowin the one or moro itoms having been proviouidy loaded onto 1 

oo nvpyor n n d t niTi flpmt nrt m t h u dm i i inni i i r n r1 " "rr r^"-^"~^- "'^'^^ \ 

for Qonoing o uoor fit thfi nftMwfnp nran^ t K at least one start sensor positioned proximate the upstream end 
of the conveyor fo? starting tfa» eonvoyor , a user nromnitv sensor n omtioned at the self-scanning area, and 
a stop sensor positioned proximate Urn d4Jwiifltgoam«id of th e wmvoyor n e ar to.the srf&scanning area; 
s tartmg thu uouvoyor in o direetion toword ttic downfltr s am end upon a first item fo> puroh ese . 
rimity to th e otort o e naog on the oonygyor prior to a uutJ hein^ oenc e d by the uo e ? 



I imily nmn iir nHny downatrenm movement of the conveyor in response to ^ at least one stBTt 

t ^nftf senanty a first item on the oonvevor, where in downstream movement of the conveyor contmuw 
until the at least one start sensor does not sens e the at least one item: 
tTMi pp ortiii E the ffr n f itrm hry n n d thr ntnrt n -^"^^ 

atopping the oonvoyor prior to th e firot item f oaohing the doTOgtroani und of th e oonv e yor if th e 
mor proKiniit)' octbot ocnoeo tlint a ug e r io abaont ol the Doaniiing mreaj 

tronsporting th e first itsm toword th e downctroom end of th e oonveyor if the uo e r prommity 
□cin n o T i n d ic tnt f m n yTi i r in prrnf"' * *^ unnnmp nrnn^giimm f y the downstream movement of the 
conveyor in response to a user befaig sensed bv thf; wm nroximitv sensor; 
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<jDiiQporti)ig tho first item toward tho do^Tifltreom and of tho oonv e yor upoa tt o e oond item hfu n g 
plQoed in piwimiity to tfao otort penport and 

stopping the conveyor in ncsponse to the &t least one item being sensed bv the 6top,upon tho firot 
itom b e ing oonDod by th e oto ppiafrsetisot. 

10. (Canceled) 

IL (Currently amended) The nwlhod according to claim 9, wheraniipon the 
pensed hv the nimc^initv sensor n e ar the ooaTmina a rm , and upon the [[&8t]] ftt l^st one item being 
removed from the conveyor aeop the ooBimine ar e a , the ftiwi/gynr i n npamted reaumBa downstream 
movementf or a predetermined time mteival or until a Meend gubaeqnmt item is sensed hy the 
stop[[^^i»g]] sensor. 

12. (CuiTMtly amended) The method according to claim 9, wherein upon a user being absent from 
the 8el£«canning area, the con-vevor gtops when the [[feel]] at least one item is tcansportcd to a position 
beyond the at least one s tart sensor. 

13. (Cunently amended) The method according to claim 12, wherein upon a xiser being absent from 
the sd^scanning area, and wherein n Hubaeonent item is ad jacent to the at least one Start senson die 
conveyor movcB [[»]] toward the downstream en d upon on e or mor e addliional items b e ing plao e d in 
proaimity to th e otnrt o e ncgr . 

14. (Currently an>ended) The method according to claim 12, where t^on tho on e or mor e additional 
^^ii^SBgiisaLitem reaching flie stop sensor; the conv^r is otopped jtgM* 

15. (Currently amended) The method according to claim 9, whoiein upon the conveyor moving in 
the transporting direction , the m e thod fiirthOT oonyrigoo stopping t he conveyor is stopped via a manual 
switch. 

16. (Canceled) 

17- (Cunratly amended) A self-checkout-system conqmsing: 

a conveyor having an upstream end for loading on e ormorp - itoms at least one item for purchase 
and a downstream end for process ^nf^ the at least one item for ourchase: 
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g ooQiming qt b q pooitionod proRinmto tk downotrpom ond of A c oonvoy or for pciwning ono or junrft 
i teipij for purohaoo recpived from fe e dovmolrooin and of qonvc}ror, whoroiii tto ono of mote it^ 
having boon pr e vioualy load e d onto tho ttpotr e nin gnd of fl> g OQnviQTor ond tronoportod to tho do^yMtr e om 
«wi a pmne^F^iTitt area Txisition£d proximat e the downstreftm end of the convttvor. the processing ^ 
cDmpriBing a self-scanm ny area and a baggniR ai^ 

g uDor pnmiml t^r o ongo r pooitionod n t thn non r^i^ii ^g nrgn fai^ g e naing n uooj at tho Doanning pr o oj 

a start sensor positioned proximate the upstream end of the omveyor» wherein the conveyor 
transports mi« nr mm ^the at least one item[[a]] do wnstream t owards Hie sel^canning |KQS£Sane.area 
4^anr^ tnTBflttftnse to tfie start sensor sensing oaQoriPoro the at least item[[fl]] pifteed adjacent 
thoroto on tho o onTfryor, priftr tit thi? r^*^*""'^' nminnT. nmir i ing cl ufl e r ^ ifae atart sensor, and wherein fli^ 
eonvwor is stopped when tha at lea st one item is no Icmfler adjacent to the start Sgnsoi; [[^]] 

a user pmninritv BcnBor positioned at the self - scanning area, wherein the user nroxirmty sensoi: in 
res ponse to sensing a uaer canaea the conv evor to resume transporting the at least one item tOWarfg the 
downstream end of the conveyor: and 

a stop sensor positioned proximate the downstream end of the conveyor near the ael£;:ficanning 
area, wherein the conveyor is stopped upon onoormor e itgmfl the at least one item being sensed by ttie 
stop sensor. 

18. (Original) The self-checkout system according to claim 17, wherein the conveyor starts \^>oft an 
item being placed in proximity to the start sensor. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently amended) Tire self-checkout system according to claim 17, wherein the start sensor 
comprises a plurality of sensors. 

21 . (Cmroitly amended) The self-checkout system according to claim 20. wherein the plvr^t^ of 
start sensors axe positioned one after the otber in a transporting direction at the first end of the conveyor. 

22. (Cunratly amended) The self-checkout system according to claim 20, wherein the pluy^Utygf 
start sensors are spaced apart from one another a predetermined distance. 
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23. (Currently amended) The self-checkout system according to claim 22, wherein a last sttrLsensor 
of the plurality of stoLsensors is positioned such that a last item is positioned within a reaching distance 
of the processing area after passing ^ last s^t_sensor. 



24. (Cancelled) 

25, (Cunepfly amended) A computer readable media having con^uterinstnictions provide 
ftir allowing a eonaputcr system to perform a method for tianspartteg items along & conveyor fior a 
checkout syst)em[[;]] the method oomprising; 

providing a self-checkout system con^msing a conveyor having an i^stream end for loading-oaa 
eE^mofo at least one i temfMl for purchase a dftwngtream end for processing the at least one item, a 
Tf^f^ff prinff angRcrmRiatmp <fff fl aelf-aeanning are a and a haggine area p ositjoned proximate a downstream 
end of ^ conveyor fo r genaning on e or mom itonaa for pur s hoD i rDooivftd from th e downstr e am md - ^ 
the convoyor, whcigiii tlii! pup r^^r* ^^^rnf* ^mn'tig h a nn pngwimml v loftd ft d onto tho uDOtr e am end of th e 
oonvoypp and transported to th e doiv ^ TiotronTn end, a us e r proiumily taunnor provided at the ooonning ar e a 
fr^ nmintng n nnnn nt tV><» nnnnning ft^ eftr ^. at least one start sensor positioned proximate the upstream end 
of the conveyor for storting tho conveyor , a user proximity sensor p oaitipned at the self-scanning area, and 
a stop sensor positioned proximate tho downotr e cun end of tho conv e yor mosr to.the selfcscanning area; 

Qtartinc tho conveyor in p direotion toward the do^TMtrOQm e nd upon a fijot item for purohnfi i 0 

fllff inglnigtiffns comprisinBl 

eommenoing the downstream movement of the COnveVOT ?n T^ m^ tQ ^ at least oiw 
Btert genaor sensing a first item on the oonvevor: wherein downstream movement of fltf pqtnveYor 
oontimies until the at least one atet sensor doea not acnac the Pt least one itcny 
te anoporting the first item beyond tho fltort a e nflori 

otopping th e oonv o yor prior to Ifao fimt item r e oohmg Uiu d u svajjucam end of the eonwoyog 
if tti e us e r pjomnity oencor ponces tfiat a us e r iti oboont at th e oo i vT in ing n rnn; 

fta pgporting th e fu Bt item toward tho dowpfltreom end of tho conv e yor if tho user 
p i np^i^iiTiitT,r nrYnnftn ttiHifint ft n n nrwr in pwinont nt ih m rmnttfimg ftrm resuming the downstream 
pfmvRmgfit ftf the conveyor in response to a wer beiny sensed bv the user prox imitv smaon 

^gafis portine tho firot item toward th e dos v umreDm ond of the oonv e yor upon o o e oond 
item being plaood in prorfmi t>f to the crtoit o e noon and 
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Stopping the conveyor m re8t>Qnse to t h e at least one item being seized by ft? stop SCTisor 
upon th g firot it e m b e ing o e no e d by the otopping penoor . 



26. (Cancelled) 
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